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SAP’S SEMI-OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 

On January 27, the Saline Area Players will 
present a “Cabaret Gala” fundraiser at the 
American Legion, 320 W. Michigan Avenue, 
Saline, at 4:00 and 8:00 p.m.  Guests who 
attend this elegant affair will be treated to 
tuneful selections from the American Song-
book performed by members of the Saline 
Area Players and featuring the musical styl-
ings of Fourth Wish, an Ann Arbor-based 
jazz quartet, (http://www.fourthwish.biz). 

 

In addition to a talented cast of Saline Area 
Players regulars (Leo Babcock, Linzi Bokor, 
Douglas Harris, Gary Glover, Rebecca 
Groeb-Driskill, Mary Rumman and Susan 
Zill), the program will also highlight the contri-
butions  of three very special alumni who 
have graced the SAP stage for years: Alison 
Robison, Don Shelton and Rose Carol Toth. 

 

Table seating will be provided at a cost of 
$25/person.   If you wish to purchase a full 
table of 8, you may do so at the discounted 

price of $175.  Admission will include a won-
derful performance, dessert at intermission, 
and a cash bar.  Tickets are available by call-
ing 439-8613. 

 

Are you searching for that special event to 
attend with that special someone?  Or per-
haps you’re in the mood for an elegant eve-
ning of heartwarming songs to chase away 
the cold of winter.  Whatever your motivation, 
come out and support the group that has 
provided the Saline community with fabulous 
entertainment for over 30 years. Join us, 
along with your friends and family, on Janu-
ary 27th, and warm up the New Year with 
this unforgettable event!  

Can-Can You Cabaret? 
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Players Stage “You Can’t Take It With You” 

Reviewed by Brian Cox in The Saline Reporter, No-
vember 8, 2007 

 

The only thing missing from the Saline Area Play-
ers' production of the comedy "You Can't Take It 
With You," is a larger audience to share the laughs. 
In one of the community theater group's most ap-
pealing and satisfying comedic offerings in recent 
years, Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman's "You 
Can't Take It With You" features a talented ensem-
ble cast that imbues this off-beat tale of a quirky 
"live-and-let-live" New York family with endearing 
and honestly wrought characters. 

When young and comparatively nor-
mal Alice Sycamore (Kara Fay Coul-
ter) falls head-over-heels for the vice 
president (Blair Driskell) of the Wall 
Street firm where she works, she is 
reluctant to have him meet her fam-
ily.  And not without cause.  They're 
an odd bunch. 

Her grandfather, Martin Vanderhof 
(Gary Glover) quit his corporate job 
more than 30 years ago because he 
decided he wanted more out of life, 
like throwing darts, raising snakes 
and attending commencement cere-
monies.  Her mother Penelope (Sara 
Honsowetz) set aside her passion 
for painting and took up playwriting 
eight years ago when a typewriter 
was mistakenly delivered to the 
home. She hasn't completed a play 
yet, but she has a stack full of pages 
in progress. 

Paul Sycamore (David Babcock), Alice's father, is 
consumed by manufacturing fireworks in the cellar 
with the help of Mr. De Pinna (Doug Harris), a milk-
man who stopped by the home years ago and just 
never left.  Alice's sister, Essie (Ann Marie Mann), 
can generally be found in a tutu practicing ballet, 
though she shows no sign of improvement after 
years of classes, and her brother-in-law, Ed, enjoys 
playing the xylophone and running off revolutionary-
minded messages on a block printing press. 

Add in a vivacious maid (Jessica Harris), an accor-

dion-playing house servant (Scott Harris), and a 
voluble Russian ballet teacher (Andy Jentzen), and 
Alice's concern that her new boyfriend, Tony Kirby, 
might be scared off is understandable. She loves 
her family, yes, but she would prefer Tony get to 
know them in small, measured doses. 

When Alice and Tony become engaged, he con-
vinces her to host a dinner where his much more 
conservative and repressed parents can meet her 
family. What he doesn't tell her is that he plans to 
bring his father (Mr. Kirby played by Barry Hartman) 
and mother (Rebecca Groeb-Driskill as Mrs. Kirby) 

a night earlier than planned so 
that they can see her family with-
out the guise of social constraints.  
His plan works, of course, and the 
resulting clash is a comedic tour 
de force. 

First-time director Richard Deiter-
ing sets a nice, cozy pace through 
the first act, allowing the charac-
ters room to breathe and develop, 
setting up the more manic pace of 
the next two acts.  If Mr. Kirby's 
epiphany to embrace life more 
fully and his sudden transforma-
tion into a fun-loving fellow at the 
end of the play is less than per-
suasive, it balances out in the 
wash because so much of what 
comes before carries such high 
entertainment value. 

Rounding out the strong cast is 
Keith Opal as an IRS agent, Linda 
Lee Austin as a drunk-off-her-

socks actress, Dean Klepaczyk and Ryan Driskell 
as FBI agents, and Mary Rumman as Russian 
Duchess Olga Katrina. 

"You Can't Take It With You" won a Pulitzer Prize in 
1936 and the movie version directed by Frank 
Capra two years later won an Oscar for Best Picture 
and Best Director.  Here's why: It has a sweet, 
good-feeling message about finding passion in life - 
and it's funny.  And that is something you can take 
with you - out of the theater, at least. 
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Peeking in on “You Can’t Take It With You” 



 

Although technically founded in 1973, the Saline 

Area Players' first production was in 1972. Performers 

come from all walks of life, drawn together by their love 

of the stage. None of them are paid; they all do it for the 

enjoyment. In addition to performing onstage, all of the 

cast members (along with their family and friends) are 

asked to help out backstage – painting or building scenery, 

sewing costumes, putting up posters, etc. The Saline Area 

Players pride ourselves on our commitment to educating 

our members and performers and giving them a chance to 

be creative. 

SALINE AREA PLAYERS 

A Community Theater for the Entire Family 

P.O. Box 334 
Saline, MI  48176 

E-mail: 
President@salineareaplayers.com 

We’re on the web! 

salineareaplayers.com 

SAP Notes and News 
Saline Area Players 
selected “Cheaper by 
the Dozen” as its up-
coming spring show at 
its November board 
meeting.  Performance 
dates and auditions 
have yet to be decided. 

 

The play is based on 
the 1946 novel about 
the family of Frank and 
Lillian Gilbert, time and 
motion study and effi-
ciency experts, and 
their 12 children.  Frank 
decides, for no appar-
ent reason, to apply his 
unorthodox methods to 
raising his family. 

The results are terribly 

embarrassing, funny, 
and surprisingly effec-
tive.  Despite resis-
tance from the children, 
Dad pushes ahead with 
his plan for better or-
ganization for his large 
and delightful family. 

 

While the situations are 
often uproarious, there 
is a serious subplot to 
the madness.  The se-
cret comes out in a 
moving scene between 
Frank and his daughter 
Anne when Dad real-
izes how much his 
daughter has become 
the charming.young 
woman. 


